[insert organizational header]
Re:  AB 1330 (Pérez) - SUPPORT

Dear Senator Steinberg: 

On behalf of __________________, I write to express our support for AB 1330 by Speaker John Pérez.  [insert your org’s mission/short description].

Low income communities and communities of color bear a disproportionate burden of air pollution in California. Throughout California, 7.8 million people live in overburdened communities - zip codes that face the most burden from a range of pollution source and are most vulnerable to its effects. 64% are Latino, when Latinos represent 38% of the total population of California, and 10% are African American, when they only represent 7% of the total population. This means that 1 in 3 Latinos and 1 in 3 African Americans live in highly polluted areas. 

This pollution causes a severe public health epidemic. The California Air Resources Board estimates that air pollution exposure alone is responsible for 19,000 annual premature deaths per year, 280,000 annual cases of asthma symptoms, and 1.9 million annual lost work days per year.
AB 1330 would enact a range of policy measures that address this long-standing pattern of environmental inequality and will help transform overburdened neighborhoods into healthy, thriving communities. It includes innovative policy solutions such as: 

· Directing CalEPA to create a list of overburdened communities on triennial basis, using a cumulative impact tool. This list will create a policy framework for future environmental justice policies. The list will allow legislators, agencies, and advocates to identify clearly where are the most overburdened communities in California and begin transforming these areas.  
· creating stronger penalties for major environmental violations in environmental justice communities. Our communities already bear the burden of too much pollution, we need to create new tools to limit the existing levels of pollution.
· creates a new statewide Trust Fund from increased penalties that will fund community projects in low-income communities and communities of color across the state. 
· Protecting the right of public participation for all Californians, regardless of language, by ensuring equal public comment period time for non-English speakers.  
By improving conditions in our most vulnerable communities we can improve the health, environment and the economy of all California, and AB 1330 will accomplish these goals. We urge your support for AB 1330 when it is heard on the Senate floor.

Sincerely,

______________
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